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STANDARD MANATEE AND MARINE TURTLE  
CONSTRUCTION CONDITIONS FOR IN-WATER WORK
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE
Southeast Regional Office 
263 13th Avenue South 
St. Petersburg, FL 33701 

SEA TURTLE AND SMALLTOOTH SAWFISH CONSTRUCTION CONDITIONS 

The permittee shall comply with the following protected species construction conditions: 

a. The permittee shall instruct all personnel associated with the project of the potential presence of
these species and the need to avoid collisions with sea turtles and smalltooth sawfish.  All
construction personnel are responsible for observing water-related activities for the presence of
these species.

b. The permittee shall advise all construction personnel that there are civil and criminal penalties for
harming, harassing, or killing sea turtles or smalltooth sawfish, which are protected under the
Endangered Species Act of 1973.

c. Siltation barriers shall be made of material in which a sea turtle or smalltooth sawfish cannot
become entangled, be properly secured, and be regularly monitored to avoid protected species
entrapment.  Barriers may not block sea turtle or smalltooth sawfish entry to or exit from
designated critical habitat without prior agreement from the National Marine Fisheries Service’s
Protected Resources Division, St. Petersburg, Florida.

d. All vessels associated with the construction project shall operate at “no wake/idle” speeds at all
times while in the construction area and while in water depths where the draft of the vessel
provides less than a four-foot clearance from the bottom.  All vessels will preferentially follow
deep-water routes (e.g., marked channels) whenever possible.

e. If a sea turtle or smalltooth sawfish is seen within 100 yards of the active daily
construction/dredging operation or vessel movement, all appropriate precautions shall be
implemented to ensure its protection.  These precautions shall include cessation of operation of
any moving equipment closer than 50 feet of a sea turtle or smalltooth sawfish.  Operation of any
mechanical construction equipment shall cease immediately if a sea turtle or smalltooth sawfish is
seen within a 50-ft radius of the equipment.  Activities may not resume until the protected species
has departed the project area of its own volition.

f. Any collision with and/or injury to a sea turtle or smalltooth sawfish shall be reported
immediately to the National Marine Fisheries Service’s Protected Resources Division (727-824-
5312) and the local authorized sea turtle stranding/rescue organization.

g. Any special construction conditions, required of your specific project, outside these general
conditions, if applicable, will be addressed in the primary consultation.

Revised: March 23, 2006 
O:\forms\Sea Turtle and Smalltooth Sawfish Construction Conditions.doc 
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CONSTRUCTION SPECIAL PROVISIONS 
GULF STURGEON PROTECTION GUIDELINES 

(PURSUANT TO NMFS AND USFWS) 

The Gulf sturgeon (Acipenser oxyrinchus desotoi) is listed under the Endangered Species Act as 
threatened. It is managed under the joint jurisdiction of the National Marine Fisheries Service 
(NMFS) and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS). Potential habitat for the Gulf 
sturgeon is located within the limits of this project. 

The following special provisions will be incorporated into any construction contract where 
involvement with sturgeon may occur: 

The FDOT has coordinated with the NMFS and USFWS early in the project development stage. 
The following provisions are intended to avoid/ protect known spawning habitats, nursery areas, 
feeding areas and thermal refuges. 

1. The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) shall advise all FDOT project
personnel and Contractor personnel on the project that there are civil and criminal
penalties for harming, harassing or killing sturgeon. The FDOT and the Contractor will
be held responsible for any sturgeon harmed, harassed, or killed as a result of the project
activity.

2. The FDOT shall provide information to all FDOT and Contract personnel for
identification of sturgeon.

3. Appropriate work shift personnel will be instructed in the appearance, habits, biology,
migratory patterns, and preservation of sturgeon. At least one of these trained personnel
will be on site during construction activities to maintain a constant surveillance for these
species, assure the cessation of activities (such as dredging, excess turbidity, and
construction barge activity), which may endanger these species, and assure that
uninhibited passage for the animals is provided.

4. Post signs on site warning of the presence of sturgeon, of their endangered status and
federal protection, and precautions needed.

5. Turbidity from construction activity will be adequately controlled to prevent degradation
of the quality and transparency of the water. When sturgeon are present, turbidity curtains
of appropriate dimension will be used to restrict the animals’ access to the work area.
Pollution booms or turbidity curtains should use tangle resistant or hemp rope when
anchoring, or employ surface anchors' to prevent entangling sturgeon. Continuous
surveillance will be maintained in order to free animals which may become trapped in silt
or turbidity barriers.

6. No dredging of the river bottom will be conducted for barge access.
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7. Drilled shaft pile construction will be used whenever prudent and feasible as determined
by FDOT.

8. Care shall be taken in lowering equipment or material below the water surface and into
the stream bed. These precautions will be taken to ensure no harm occurs to any sturgeon
which may enter the construction area undetected.

9. Construction debris shall not be discarded into the water.

10. If the use of explosives is necessary, the following protection measures will be employed
for projects in FDOT's District 3

a. In riverine areas:
� No blasting will occur in known spawning, staging, feeding, or nursery areas.
� In-water explosive work should be avoided between the months of April to

October.
� If explosive work becomes necessary within the April to October time frame,

a non-lethal "Fish Scare" charge will be detonated one minute prior to 
detonation of the underwater blast. 

b. In estuarine areas:
� No blasting will occur in known spawning, staging, feeding, or nursery areas.
� In-water explosive work should be avoided between the months of October to

April. 
� If explosive work becomes necessary within the October to April time frame,

a non-lethal "Fish Scare" charge will be detonated one minute prior to 
detonation of the underwater blast. 

c. In the event that a sturgeon is killed during blasting, the NMFS and the USFWS
will be notified immediately.

National Marine Fisheries Service US Fish and Wildlife Service 
by email at: 1601 Balboa Ave. 
takereport.nmfsser@noaa.gov Panama City, Florida 32405 

Tel: (850) 769-0552 

11. Any sturgeon carcass will be secured on site or held in a freezer until an agency
representative arranges for its transport for analysis.

12. Following completion of the project, a report summarizing any involvement with
sturgeon will be prepared for USFWS and NMFS.


